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do so. In some respects it is a sign of better things
that the burden is painfully felt, and that the word
"Empire" is going more and more out of fashion.
We now talk about a Commonwealth of Nations
instead of Empire, but this does not fit in with our
rule in India or other parts where an autocracy is
still in the ascendant.
This wound in our national conscience, which is
troubling us more and more, must be probed to the
root. Only thus can we get rid of the infection. The
ultimate mischief lies in the fact that there has been
raised up, in certain countries of the West, such as
Great Britain, a standard of comfort and luxury
among a considerable proportion of the population
which is far above that in the conquered and dis-
possessed countries. After the colossal economic
losses caused by the World War, there has been a
feverish and mad rush to regain all these excessive
luxuries by the exploitation of the weaker peoples.
It is this inward disease of greed which needs to be
healed most of all: for it leads on to racial arrogance
and brings other evils also in its tram. Indeed, the
deeper we search the more surely we find that the
economic struggle lies behind all else as a cause of
war. The West has somehow got to learn to live
in a less artificial manner and not to prey upon
other people. Plain living and high thinking must
return. If Europe is in deadly earnest for world
peace, she must avoid every occasion of stumbling,
and no longer heap up, by her consuming zeal for
possession, the fuel for another world conflagration.